Have You Taken A Look Lately? 


Your local League has just re- 
ceived its copy of “national’s” new- 
est publication, Know Your Local 
Government. You'll want to read it. 
If you go no further than the intro- 
duction, you will want your League, 
even if it did a local government 
survey as recently as 10 years ago, 
to do another. Provisional Leagues, 
about to do their first, will tackle the 
job with new interest and enthusi- 
asm. And any chapter can serve as a 
useful starting point for new sub- 
jects on your local League Program. 

Know Your Local Government re- 
places Know Your Town, which has 
been drastically revised and substan- 
tially amplified to reflect the grow- 
ing complexity of urban society. 

The latest U.S. population census 
shows that from 1950 to 1960, when 
population as a whole increased by 
some 18 percent, urban population 
increased by nearly 30 percent. In 
1960, urban population represented 
about 70 percent of total population. 

At the beginning of 1962 there 
were 91,236 governmental units in 


the United States, including: 


Federal government 
State governments 
County governments 
Local government: 
School districts 
Special districts 
Municipalities 
Townships or villages 7,144 


In’ 1950, local governments pocas 
$14.8 billion in providing general 
services; in 1960, $33.9 billion. At 
this rate, by 1970 the figure will be 
some $53 billion. 

If stresses and strains on local gov- 
ernment to meet the growing dle- 
mani for increased services and pro- 
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grams are great, necessity for citi- 
zen understanding of immediate and 
future needs is correspondingly 
great. The environment in which 
Americans are to live and work and 
rear their families in the years ahead 
depends in no small measure on the 
quality of municipal government, 
which in turn depends on the degree 
of interest and participation of citi- 
zens in local government affairs. 

Know Your Local Government is 
designed to equip League members 
with the most up-to-date survey 
guide possible so that they can ex- 
amine thoroughly the existing struc- 
ture, functions, and programs of 
their local governments. Publication 
of the findings will extend the 
unique service that local Leagues 
have long rendered to their commu- 
nities. Widespread study of the find- 
ings will enable communities to as- 
sess realistically the resources and 
capacities of their local governments. 

No community is any longer self- 
contained; it is part of an increas- 
ingly complex whole. In a section on 
interlocal relations, the new survey 
guide recognizes this growing inter- 
dependence and notes the various 
means by which governments are co- 
operating formally and informally 
to solve growth problems. 

A chapter on finance deals with 
the ways in which governments raise 
and spend their money and the 
means by which new and expanded 
programs might be financed. The 
citizen needs to know the extent of 
imbalance between local needs and 
resources, to understand the fiscal 
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operation and potential of his com- 
munity, to be aware of the evolving 
pattern of state-local sharing of fis- 
cal responsibility. 

Chapters on housing, urban reé- 
newal, planning and zoning, public 
health, for example, will help 
Leagues to cover more fully the man- 
ifold activities of local government. 

Know Your Local Government, 
like all major League publications, 
was read by a number of nonmember 
specialists in the field of government. 
Typical of their critiques are: 

“We were very much impressed 
with the draft and with the insight 
into community problems and op- 
erations reflected in it.” “T hesi- 
tate to offer any additions to so com- 
prehensive a questionnaire.” .. . “I 
have no significant criticisms or sug- 
gestions; it seems to me that any in- 
dividual or group that used this as 
the basis for a survey of nearly any 
unit of local government ought to 
come up with a thorough report.” 
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